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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Data Collection Methods 
 
 The Family Court of New York has exclusive original jurisdiction over any proceeding to 
determine whether a person under age 16 is a juvenile delinquent.  Data are reported by the 57 Family 
Courts in the counties in "upstate" New York and the Family Court in each of the five counties that 
comprise City of New York.  The 62 Family Courts, report to the Office of Court Administration, a 
description of each petitioned delinquency after a definite (although possibly not final) disposition is made.  
It needs to be emphasized that data are not reported on delinquency or status offense referrals handled 
informally by the county probation departments.  Also the system collects no information on cases 
involving juveniles (under age 16) which are filed directly in criminal (adult) court and juvenile traffic 
cases.  Reporting is done on Disposition Reporting Cards (see Appendix I).  Disposition Reporting Card 
JC-103 is used to report dispositions for delinquency cases not involving "designated felony" offenses and 
status offense cases.  Upon receiving the cards the Office of Court Administration checks the data for 
internal validity.  Identified errors are corrected after checking with the court which completed the form. 
 
 The authority for the Office of Court Administration to collect data from the Family Court is 
stated in the Family Court Act, Section 213. 
 
 
Publications 
 
 Each year these data are the basis of the report entitled Annual Report of the Chief Administrator 
of the Courts which includes tables summarizing Family Court activity for the previous year. 
 
 
Archived Data Files 
 
 Each year the National Juvenile Court Data Archive asks the Office of Court Administration to 
create a data file containing the case records of all petitioned delinquency and status offense cases disposed 
during the calendar year by the Family Courts of New York and reported to them.  The file contains a 
separate record for each case disposed.  Records contain information on the county in which the case was 
handled, date petition filed, date fact-finding completed, date hearing completed, date most recent act 
committed, age of youth when act committed, sex, type of petition, originator of petition, original 
allegation of petition, legal representation of respondent, counsel presenting petition, number of days 
detained before petition, number of days detained after petition, courts' determination upon completion of 
fact-finding, title of established allegation, section of established allegation, admission by respondent, 
adjudication, disposition of petition.  The National Juvenile Court Data Archive staff has checked the data 
for invalid code values.  When found, such codes were replaced with missing data values.   
 
 Each case record is 111 characters in length and contains 43 variables, three of them created by 
Archive staff.  The data are stored in single year files.  The number of case records on each calendar year 
data file is as follows: 
 
    Year  Records 
 1986 9,472 
 1987 9,534 
 1988 10,289 
 1989 11,187 
 1990 12,279 
 1991 11,409 
 1992 10,108 
 1993 11,012 
 1994 11,488 
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1995 10,000 
1996 11,034 
1997 10,408 

 
 
Terms of Availability 
 
 Each request to use these data should be directed to the Archive.  The Archive will contact New 
York's Office of Court Administration regarding their release.  Upon the Office's authorization to release 
and disseminate the data, the data files will be supplied to the requestor by the Archive with any necessary 
cautions or restrictions. 
 
 The Archive provides the data on magnetic tapes AS IS and shall not be held responsible for any 
liability incurred as a result of any error or omission in the data as it appears on the magnetic tapes.  
However, should any inconsistencies be found, the Archive asks to be notified so that corrections can be 
made to the data. 
 
 All questions and requests should be addressed to: 
 
 National Juvenile Court Data Archive 
 National Center for Juvenile Justice 
 3700 South Water Street, Suite 200 
 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  15203 
 412-227-6950 
 
 Summary tabulations for delinquency, status offense (PINS) and dependency/neglect cases for 
each county in New York are publicly available beginning with 1982 data through the Inter-university 
Consortium for Political and Social Research at the University of Michigan, P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 48106. 
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USING THE CODEBOOK 
 
 
 The information that follows is based on a study of available documentation from the data 
supplier, interviews with the data supplier and court personnel, and diagnostic analyses performed by the 
Archive staff.  The example below is a reproduction of information appearing in the codebook for a typical 
variable.  The numbers in brackets do not appear in the codebook, but are references to the descriptions 
which follow this example. 
 
 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
[1] 39/1 [2] NY019 [3] LEGAL REPRESENTATION 

 
[4] The juvenile’s legal representation. 
 
 [5]  [6] 
 
 (1) Law guardian panel (assigned) 
 (2)       Legal aid society 
 (3)     Private retained 

(4) None 
(  ) No entry 
(9) Missing 

 
   [8] NOTE: 
 
 
[1] The starting location and width of the variable in the machine-readable data file.  This is the 

format information needed to read the data into other systems. 
 
[2] The variable number.  The variable number is used as a variable name when the file is processed 

by systems which use alphabetic variable names (e.g. SPSS). 
 
[3] The variable label used by statistical systems to identify the variable or program output. 
 
[4] A description of the variable contents. 
 
[5] The code values occurring in the data for the variable.  If the variable is a year, the symbol ## 

represents the most current year for which data are available. 
 
[6] The textual definitions of the codes.  The first 20 characters form a short value label which some 

systems use to document the output of analysis programs.  A longer description follows the short 
label when necessary.   

 
[7] The designation of missing data.  The Archive staff has replaced any out-of-bounds codes with 

missing data codes.  Many analysis packages require that certain types of data which are usually 
excluded from analysis be designated as "missing data".  Fields with no entry were left blank and 
"(  ) No entry" is listed as a code value.  Some variables also have response options representing 
"unknown" which are also listed as code values. 

 
[8] An explanatory/cautionary note. 
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VARIABLE LIST 
 

NY001  Record type 
NY002 County 
NY003 Docket number 
NY004 Month petition filed 
NY005 Date petition filed 
 
NY006 Year petition filed 
NY007 No fact finding date 
NY008 Month fact finding completed 
NY009 Date fact finding completed 
NY010 Year fact finding completed 
 
NY011 Month dispositional hearing completed 
NY012 Date dispositional hearing completed 
NY013 Year dispositional hearing completed 
NY014 Age when act committed 
NY015 Sex 
 
NY016 Type of petition 
NY017 Origin of case 
NY018 Presentment agency 
NY019 Legal representation 
NY020 Outcome of fact finding 
 
NY021 Disposition 
NY022 Duration of probation in months 
NY023 Agency places 
NY024 Original allegation of petition, first 
NY025 Original allegation of petition, second 
 
NY026 Original allegation of petition, third 
NY027 Established allegation, first 
NY028 Established allegation, second 
NY029 Established allegation, third 
NY030 Restitition or public service recommeded or ordered 
 
NY031 Total number of co-respondents 
NY032 Age of victim, first 
NY033 Age of victim, second 
NY034 Age of victim, third 
NY035 Age of victim, fourth 
 
NY036 Age of victim, fifth 
NY037 Number of adjournments between petition and fact finding  
 hearing, adm. 
NY038 Number of adjournments between fact finding hearing,  
 adm and disposition hearing 
NY039 Detention before petition filed 
NY040 Number of days detained after petition and before  
 disposition 
 
NY041 Most serious original allegation of petition, created 
NY042 Most serious established allegation, created 
NY043 Disposition and restitution combined, created 



 

CODEBOOK:  VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
 1/1 NY001 RECORD TYPE (alpha field) 

 
(C) Delinquency (other than designated felony) and status offenses 
(D) Delinquency - designated felony 

 
 
 2/2 NY002 COUNTY 

 
A two-digit code which identifies the county in which the petition was disposed.  
The five counties in New York City are coded (01) through (05).  The remaining 
counties of "upstate" New York are ordered alphabetically and assigned a 
unique number beginning with (06). 

 
(01) New York (32) Montgomery 
(02) Kings (33) Nassau 
(03) Queens (34) Niagara 
(04) Bronx (35) Oneida 
(05) Richmond (36) Onondaga 
(06) Albany (37) Ontario 
(07) Allegany (38) Orange 
(08) Broome (39) Orleans 
(09) Cattaraugus (40) Oswego 
(10) Cayuga (41) Otsego 
(11) Chautauqua (42) Putnam 
(12) Chemung (43) Rensselaer 
(13) Chenango (44) Rockland 
(14) Clinton (45) St. Lawrence 
(15) Columbia (46) Saratoga 
(16) Cortland (47) Schenectady 
(17) Delaware (48) Schoharie 
(18) Dutchess (49) Schuyler 
(19) Erie (50) Seneca 
(20) Essex (51) Steuben 
(21) Franklin (52) Suffolk 
(22) Fulton (53) Sullivan 
(23) Genesee (54) Tioga 
(24) Greene (55) Tompkins 
(25) Hamilton (56) Ulster 
(26) Herkimer (57) Warren 
(27) Jefferson (58) Washington 
(28) Lewis (59) Wayne 
(29) Livingston (60) Westchester 
(30) Madison (61) Wyoming 
(31) Monroe (62) Yates 

 
 
 4/10 NY003 COURT DOCKET NUMBER 

 



6 
 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 

The case prefix and docket number issued to the proceeding for which the 
disposition is being reported. 

 
 
DATE PETITION FILED:  The date the petition was filed in the reporting county — coded in standard 

format (month/date/year). 
 
 
 14/2 NY004 MONTH PETITION FILED 
 

(01) January 
(02) February 
  : 
  : 
(12) December 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 16/2 NY005 DATE PETITION FILED 
 

(01) First 
(02) Second 
  : 
  : 
(31) Thirty-first 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 18/2 NY006 YEAR PETITION FILED 
 

(70) 1970 
(71) 1971 
  : 
  : 
(##) Most recent year 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 20/1 NY007 NO FACT FINDING DATE 

 
 
(A) Fact finding hearing 
(B) Not applicable, no fact finding hearing date 
(9) No fact finding hearing date 

 
 
DATE FACT-FINDING COMPLETED:  The date the fact-finding was completed — coded in standard 

format (month/date/year).  If the finding resulted from an admission by the 
juvenile (see NY034) the date of the admission is entered. 

 
 21/2 NY008 MONTH FACT-FINDING COMPLETED 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
 

(01) January 
  : 
  : 
(12) December 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 23/2 NY009 DATE FACT-FINDING COMPLETED 
 

(01) First 
  : 
  : 
(31) Thirty-first 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 25/2 NY010 YEAR FACT-FINDING COMPLETED 
 

(79) 1979 
(80) 1980 
  : 
  : 
(##) Most recent year 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
DATE DISPOSITION HEARING COMPLETED:  The date the petition was disposed.  If "Adjournment in                   
                                                                                   Contemplation of Dismissal" was granted (case held              
                                                                                   open), the date the petition was finally disposed is   
                                                                                   entered. 
 
 27/2 NY011 MONTH DISPOSITION HEARING COMPLETED 
 

(01) January 
  : 
  : 
(12) December 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 29/2 NY012 DATE DISPOSITION HEARING COMPLETED 
 

(01) First 
  : 
  : 
(31) Thirty-first 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
 
 31/2 NY013 YEAR DISPOSITION HEARING COMPLETED 
 

(85) 1985 
    : 
    : 
(##) Most recent year 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Missing 

 
 
 33/2 NY014 AGE WHEN ACT COMMITTED 
 
                                          The age of the juvenile at his or her last birthday prior to the date entered in     
                                          NY015. 
 

(07) Seven 
    : 
    : 
(15) Fifteen 
(    ) No entry 
(99) Other 

 
 
 35/1 NY015 SEX 

 
                                  The sex of the juvenile. 
 
                                  (1) Male 
                                  (2) Female 
                                  (  ) No entry 
                                  (9) Missing 

 
 
 36/1 NY016 TYPE OF PETITION 
 
                                           Indicates the type of petition for delinquency and status offense (PINS) cases. 
 

(1) Original JD petition 
                                           (2) JD petition substituted for DF petition 
 
 
 37/1 NY017 ORIGIN OF CASE 
 

(1) Family court, this county 
(2) Family court, another county 
(3) Removal by local criminal court 
(4) Removal by grand jury 
(5) Removal by superior court or county court before adjudication 
(6) Removal by superior court or county court before sentencing 

 
 
 38/1 NY018 PRESENTMENT AGENCY 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
 

Indicates who presented the petition. 
 

(1) County attorney 
(2) Corporation counsel 
(3) District attorney 
(4) Other 

 
 
39/1  NY019 LEGAL REPRESENTATION  
 
                                          The juvenile's legal representation. 
 

(1) Law guardian panel (assigned) 
(2) Legal aid society 
(3) Private retained  
(4) None 
(  ) No entry 
(9) Missing 

 
 
40/1  NY020 OUTCOME OF FACT-FINDING 
 
                                            Indicates whether the allegations of the petition were established. 
 

(1) Allegation(s) established in whole, part after contested fact finding hearing 
(2) Allegation(s) established in whole, part by admission 
(3) Allegation(s) not established after contested fact finding hearing 
(4) Not applicable, disposed before fact finding 
(5) Not applicable 
(  ) No entry 
(9) Missing 

 
 
41/2  NY021 DISPOSITION 
 
                                           Indicates the manner in which the petition was disposed. 
 

(01) Petition withdrawn - the petition was withdrawn for whatever reason or at 
whatever point in the proceeding 

(02) Consolidated with another petition - one petition has been discharged to 
another petition 

(03) Change of venue - the proceeding has been transferred to another Family 
Court in another county 

(04) Found incapacitated, community mental health - the juvenile has been 
discharged to a mental hygiene institution or school for defectives 

(05) Dismissed, furtherance of justice 
(06) Dismissed after fact finding hearing 
(07) ACD deemed dismissed 
(08) Other dismissal 
(10) Conditional discharge 
(11) Probation 
(20) Placement, own home, relative, private person 
(21) Placement, Comm. of Social Services 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 

(22) Placement, Division for Youth Title II 
(23) Placement, Division for Youth Title III 
(24) Placement, DFY 60 day option 
(25) Placement, DFY 6 month residential 
(26) Comm. to Social Services for transfer to Commission of Mental Health 
(27) DFY for transfer to Commission of  Mental Health 
(28) Other placement 

 
 
 43/2 NY022 DURATION OF PROBATION IN MONTHS 
 
                                           (    ) No entry 

(01) One 
    : 
    : 
(24) Twenty-four 

 
 
 45/30 NY023 AGENCY PLACES 
 
 
 75/2 NY024 ORIGINAL ALLEGATION OF PETITION, FIRST 
 

(01) Assault, unspecified 
(02) Criminal homicide 
(03) Burglary and trespass 
(04) Vandalism 
(05) Larceny, unspecified 
(06) Robbery 
(07) Misc. property offense 
(08) 43 
(09) Marijuana, unspecified 
(10) Weapons 
(11) Other felonies 
(12) Offense against persons, unspecified 
(13) Misc. property offenses 
(14) Vandalism 
(15) Larceny, unspecified 
(16) Misc. property offense 
(17) Other than marijuana, unspecified 
(18) Marijuana, unspecified 
(19) Other public order 
(20) Weapons 
(21) Weapons 
(22) Other misdemeanors 
 
NOTE: Where a designated felony is alleged, the district attorney may decide 

to try the case directly in criminal (adult) court.  The case may later be 
returned to Family Court for processing.  As a result, the number of 
designated felony cases is lower than if New York's Family Court had 
exclusive original jurisdiction over juveniles. 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
 77/2 NY025 ORIGINAL ALLEGATION OF PETITION, SECOND 

 
                                  See variable NY024 for variables and codes. 
 
                                 (    ) No entry 

 
 
 79/2 NY026 ORIGINAL ALLEGATION OF PETITION, THIRD 
 
                                           See variable NY024 for variables and codes. 
 
                                           (    )  No entry 
 
 
 81/2 NY027 ESTABLISHED ALLEGATIONS, FIRST 
 

See variable NY024 for variables and codes. 
 
(99) Allegations not established 

 
 
83/2  NY028 ESTABLISHED ALLEGATION OF PETITION, SECOND 
 
                                           See variable NY024 for variables and codes. 
 
                                           (    ) No entry 

(99) Allegations not established 
(98) Missing 

 
 
85/2  NY029 ESTABLISHED ALLEGATION OF PETITION, THIRD 
 
                                           See variable NY024 for variables and codes. 
 
                                           (    ) No entry 
                (99) Allegations not established 
 
 
87/1  NY030 RESTITUTION OR PUBLIC SERVICE RECOMMENDED OR ORDERED 
 

(1) Yes 
(2) No 

 
 
 88/1 NY031 TOTAL NUMBER OF CO-RESPONDENTS 

 
Number of other offenders for this referral. 

 
(0) None 
(1) One 
(2) Two 
(3) Three 
(4) Four 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
 
 89/2 NY032 AGE OF VICTIM, FIRST 
 

(    ) No entry 
(00) 

 
 
 91/2 NY033 AGE OF VICTIM, SECOND 

 
(    ) No entry 
(01) One 
    : 
    : 
(98) Ninty-eight 
(99) Missing 

 
 
93/2  NY034 AGE OF VICTIM, THIRD 
 
                                           See variable NY033 for codes and values. 
 
 
95/2  NY035 AGE OF VICTIM, FOURTH 
 
                                          See variable NY033 for codes and values. 
 
 
97/2  NY036 AGE OF VICTIM, FIFTH 

 
See variable NY033 for codes and values. 

 
 
99/1  NY037 NUMBER OF ADJOURNMENTS BETWEEN PETITION AND FACT                
                                          FINDING HEARING, ADM. 
 

(0) None 
(1) One 
    : 
    : 
(6)  Six or more 
(9)   Not applicable, disposed before fact finding or juvenile offender removed    
         for disposition only 
(8)    Missing 

 
  
 100/1 NY038 NUMBER OF ADJOURNMENTS BETWEEN FACT FINDING HEARING, 

ADM AND DISPOSITION HEARING 
 
 
See variable NY037 for codes and values. 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 
101/1 NY039 DETENTION BEFORE PETITION FILED 

 
(1) Not released pursuant to 307.4 
(2) Released pursuant to 307.4 
(9) Not applicable, respondent not detained 
(8) Missing 

 
 
102/3 NY040 NUMBER DAYS DETAINED AFTER PETITION AND BEFORE             
                                           DISPOSITION 
 

(000) None 
(001) One 
      : 
      : 
(915) Nine-hundred and fifteen 

 
 
105/2 NY041 MOST SERIOUS ORIGINAL ALLEGATION OF PETITION, CREATED 
 
                                           See variable NY024 for codes and values. 
 
 
107/2  NY042 MOST SERIOUS ESTABLISHED ALLEGATION, CREATED 

 
                             See variable NY024 for codes and values. 

 
 
109/3 NY043 DISPOSITION AND RESTITUTION COMBINED, CREATED 
 
 

(101) (Restititution) Petition withdrawn - the petition was withdrawn for 
whatever reason or at whatever point in the proceeding 

(102) (Restititution) Consolidated with another petition - one petition has 
been discharged to another petition 

(103) (Restititution) Change of venue - the proceeding has been transferred to 
another Family Court in another county 

(104) (Restititution) Found incapacitated, community mental health - the 
juvenile has been discharged to a mental hygiene institution or school 
for defectives 

(105) (Restititution) Dismissed, furtherance of justice 
(106) (Restititution) Dismissed after fact finding hearing 
(107) (Restititution) ACD deemed dismissed 
(108) (Restititution) Other dismissal 
(110) (Restititution) Conditional discharge 
(111) (Restititution) Probation 
(120) (Restititution) Placement, own home, relative, private person 
(121) (Restititution) Placement, Comm. of Social Services 
(122) (Restititution) Placement, Division for youth Title II 
(123) (Restititution) Placement, Division for Youth Title III 
(124) (Restititution) Placement, DFY 60 day option 
(125) (Restititution) Placement, DFY 6 month residential 
(126) (Restititution) Comm. to Social Services for transfer to Commission of 

Mental Health 
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 Column/ Variable 
 Width Number Code Value and Description 
 
 

(127) (Restititution) DFY for transfer to Commission of  Mental Health 
(128) (Restititution) Other placement 
(201) (No restitution) Petition withdrawn - the petition was withdrawn for 

whatever reason or at whatever point in the proceeding 
(202) (No restitution) Consolidated with another petition - one petition has 

been discharged to another petition 
(203) (No restitution) Change of venue - the proceeding has been transferred 

to another Family Court in another county 
(204) (No restitution) Found incapacitated, community mental health - the 

juvenile has been discharged to a mental hygiene institution or school 
for defectives 

(205) (No restitution) Dismissed, furtherance of justice 
(206) (No restitution) Dismissed after fact finding hearing 
(207) (No restitution) ACD deemed dismissed 
(208) (No restitution) Other dismissal 
(210) (No restitution) Conditional discharge 
(211) (No restitution) Probation 
(220) (No restitution) Placement, own home, relative, private person 
(221) (No restitution) Placement, Comm. of Social Services 
(222) (No restitution) Placement, Division for youth Title II 
(223) (No restitution) Placement, Division for Youth Title III 
(224) (No restitution) Placement, DFY 60 day option 
(225) (No restitution) Placement, DFY 6 month residential 
(226) (No restitution) Comm. to Social Services for transfer to Commission 

of Mental Health 
(227) (No restitution) DFY for transfer to Commission of  Mental Health 
(228) (No restitution) Other placement 
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